[image: ]

Meeting Minutes
February 14, 2022 ǁ 12:00-2:00 PM ǁ ZOOM

	AGENDA

	· WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS
· APPROVAL OF JANUARY MINUTES
· LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
· A&M DOCUMENT REVIEW
· AUTISM COUNCIL PARENT TRAINING REVIEW & DISCUSSION


	MEMBER ATTENDEES

	Members Present:  
	· Sarah Aiken
	· Lisa Storez

	· Lisa Hatz
	· Virginia Cannon

	· Marissa Berg
	· Pamela DiNapoli

	· Amy Frechette
	· Danielle Pelletier

	· Isadora Rodriguez-Legendre
	· Kathryn Greenslade

	· Adrienne Evans
	· Megan Turchetti



Administrator
· Mikayla Moore 

	WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS

	The meeting recording began, and Sarah explained that meetings are public.

The meeting is being recorded solely for the purpose of note taking but because the meeting is public, we are required to provide copies of the meeting recording upon request.

As we continue developing a website, we will discuss concerns or questions regarding how we distribute information.

Members may turn their camera off during the meeting if they choose.

Everyone went around and briefly introduced themselves and the role they fill on the council.

	APPROVAL OF JANUARY MINUTES


	Pamela moved to approve the minutes. Lisa S. seconded however the motion was suspended until the end of the meeting because not enough members who could vote had logged on yet to have a quorum.

At the end of the meeting the motion was unsuspended. 

Those in favor of approving included Danielle, Amy, Kathryn, Marissa, Sarah, and Adrienne.
Isadora, Megan, Virginia, Lisa H. abstained. There were no oppositions. 

	LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

	There is a stand-alone bill (SB283) being processed that would allow the council the opportunity to add up to five new council members that would be nominated by the council and appointed by the Governor. The bill will include some technical changes such as removing Autism Society from the statue. 

The bill has passed through the Senate. The Senate made a small amendment that was a small technical change. The bill will now be sent to the House. 

Sarah shared her screen and took some time to walk members through how they can find the bill online.

Sarah said that she is happy to provide a tutorial on the legislative session, how to use the legislative website, and how to be a part of the process. If you are interested, please reach out to her.

	A&M DOCUMENT REVIEW


	Due to the fact that many members needed to leave the meeting early, Sarah made a motion to remove the A&M Document Review from the docket this month and instead review it next month.

Council members nodded their heads in agreement.


	AUTISM COUNCIL PARENT TRAINING REVIEW & DISCUSSION


	Sarah shared her screen and presented a draft outline of the information that is being pulled together for the Autism Council Parent Training that is being developed. 

The Autism Council Parent Training will most likely be held on a Friday night, Saturday, and Sunday held at a facility that families can chose to stay at.

The event will include training by folks who are experts in their field and many topics will be discussed.

Topics include:
· An overview of the Developmental Service system
· History
· Service breakdown of ESS, family support, waiver services, SMS
· Funding streams associated with those waivers
· Transitions across the lifespan
· Residential options including residential facilities, enhanced family care, family support, independent living, and possibly have Marissa come speak on ITS. Also talk about funding and portability
· Differences of laws, rules, guidelines, and policies and the utilization of them
· How to find access to those laws, rules, guidelines, and policies
· Overview of service coordinator role and responsibilities. This would include a takeaway document with 3 columns. One column would have the responsibilities of the state and federal government. The second column would include area agency role, and the third column would list the family’s roles.
· Case management a stand-alone service
· Case management through waivered services
· Family responsibility
· Families right to choose
· Advocacy
· What is grassroots advocacy
· The history of grassroots advocacy 
· What grassroots advocacy looks like
· Why grassroot advocacy is important
· How to prepare for advocating
· How to share your story
· Next steps if your advocacy doesn’t work out including how to fight and how to file a complaint
· Medicaid fraud
· Resources
· Q & A

A council member asked for clarification on the stance that will be presented in the Right to Choose section- Right to choose will fall to the legal guardian with hopes that the individual will be involved as much as possible.

Feedback and recommendations of additional topics that could be covered were put into the chat. Sarah encouraged others to put their feedback ideas in the chat too. (A copy of recommendations that were made in the chat will be included as the last page of these meeting minutes for your reference)

She also mentioned that the system can take years to learn and navigate so we will need to be mindful of how much information can be shared in just two and a half days. There will be opportunities for growth and additional trainings. Once a final list of topics is created, we can revaluate what there is additional room for. 

A member asked if there is going to be age specific tracks. Sarah said that she did not think so because there are so many people who do not know the basics of the system so the training might be better suited to be a one-on-one kind of training with advanced days as well.

Adrienne explained that the training is meant to train families that can then support others so it is important for them to have enough information across the lifespan to be able to support any families who contact them but taking a deep dive into age specific areas should be explored in the future.

A member asked who the target audience for this training is. Adrienne explained that the target audience is families who can take the information and run with it seeing as it is a parent-to-parent training. It will be important that those that participate are in a position to continue the mission and support others.

The member asked if the council plans on doing a survey of families to identify the areas where there needs to be additional education. Sarah addressed the question and shared that there has been many studies already completed by other agencies and organizations about what families are looking for and she believed those concerns are being addressed in the training material that is being put together. In terms of future surveys, the council can capitalize off the surveys that have already been completed and plan on a comprehensive feedback option for those families participating the training the council will provide to help direct where the council goes after this training.

Following up the member asked if we have an understanding of what parents in different areas of the state need, and what services and resources they have access to in their service area so that we don’t give an expectation of something that wouldn’t be possible in their area yet.

Adrienne responded that the training is meant to be less about resources and more about advocacy. This looks helping parents know their rights and roles, how to navigate the hierarchy of the Bureau of Developmental Services, and who to call in various circumstances. It is meant to be less of what they have access to in their geographical area but what their rights are.

Sarah expanded by saying that there should be no difference in what serves families can access from area agency to area agency. Some may have additional services or resources, but the training will go over how the system works and how people can navigate the system to get what they need.

It was asked that when talking about who families can contact at a local level, will that include area agency legislative liaison as well? Sarah is unsure based on her experience but that isn’t to say that we can’t provide a resource list with contact information.

In order to move forward with the training planning and venue selection a motion would need to be made.

Amy made a motion to put the plan of having this training forward. Kathryn seconded the motion.

A vote for the motion was taken. The vote was unanimous.

A workgroup to help with planning of this training will be put together once the basic information which includes date and location are confirmed.

	MEETING ADJOURNED AT 12:58pm



	FOLLOW UP ITEMS

	Sarah will reach out to each person that has made a recommendation for this training
Complete A&M Document Review in next month’s meeting 








TRAINING SUGGESTIONS AND INPUT FROM THE CHAT
From Gina Cannon : Should there be something about Guardianship/Assisted Decision Making??

From Lisa Hinson-Hatz : I would be happy to do a presentation on VR as well and the workforce :)

From Lisa Fontaine-Storez : ? maybe a piece on navigating the healthcare system

From Gina Cannon : Perhaps more could be addressed if there are "break out" sections

From Amy Frechette : Legislation could be a whole separate workshop 😉

From  Lisa Fontaine-Storez : Lisa FS Healthcare navigation including Fed. Qualifying HC Centers, Community Health Centers , Community Mental Health Centers , Managed care Organizations , the START program , Child development program ,etc
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