
 

NHCASD Meeting Minutes  *  April 18, 2025   

Concord School District, The Board Room, 33 Liberty St., Concord, NH 03301 

 

 

Members and Attendance   

Name  Organization/Representing  Meeting Status  

VACANT (a)The governor, or designee. VACANT 

Kate Scheer 

(Alternate – TBD) 

(b)The commissioner of the department of 

education, or designee. 

Not Present 

Deirdre Dunn Tierney 

(Alternate – TBD) 

(c) The commissioner of the department of 

health and human services, or designee. 

Present Virtual 

Amanda Merrill 

(Alternate: Iain Watt) 

(d) The director of the division of public 

health services, department of health and 

human services, or designee 

Present In Person 

Jessica Gorton 

(Alternate – TBD) 

(e) The bureau chief of the bureau of 

developmental services, department of 

health and human services, or designee. 

Present Virtual 

Carolyn Lewis (f) The bureau chief of the bureau of 

behavioral health, department of health 

and human services, or designee. 

Not Present 

Andrew Houtenville 

(Alternate – Lesley Blecharczyk)  

(g) The director of the Institute on Disability, 

University of New Hampshire, or designee. 

 

Present In Person 

Jane Bergeron-Beaulieu 

(Alternate- Shelly Fagen) 

 

(h) A special education director, appointed 

by the New Hampshire Association of 

Special Education Administrators, Inc 

 

Present Virtual 

VACANT (i) The president of the New Hampshire 

Medical Society, or designee. 

VACANT 

Isadora Rodriguez-Legendre 

(Alternate – TBD) 

(j) A representative of the New Hampshire 

Developmental Disabilities Council, 

appointed by the council. 

Present In Person 
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Amy Frechette (k) An individual who has an AUTISM 

spectrum disorder, appointed by the 

governor. 

Present In Person 

VACANT (l) A family member of a person who has 

an AUTISM spectrum disorder, appointed 

by the governor. 

VACANT 

Marissa Berg 

(Alternate – TBD) 

(m) A representative of the Community 

Support Network, Inc., appointed by such 

organization 

Present In Person 

Michelle Ronayne Ronayne 

(Alternate: Jena Motolla) 

(n) A representative of the New Hampshire 

Psychological Association, appointed by the 

association. 

Not Present 

Vernon Clough 

(Alternate – TBD) 

(o) The director of the office of Medicaid 

business and policy, department of health 

and human services, or designee. 

Present In Person 

1. 

VACANT 

2. 

VACANT 

3. 

VACANT 

4. 

VACANT 

5. 

VACANT 
 

(p) Up to 5 additional members, 

nominated by the council and appointed 

by the governor. 

1. VACANT 

 

2. VACANT 

 

3.  VACANT 

 

4.  VACANT 

 

5.  VACANT 

 
 

Gina Cannon (q) A person who has an AUTISM 

spectrum disorder, appointed by the 

council 

Present In Person 

Nancy A. Wells 

(Alternate: Paula MacKinnon) 

Alternate: Juliane Taylor 

(r) A representative of the New 

Hampshire Nurses’ Association, 

appointed by the association 

Present In Person 

Kathyrn Greenslade   

(Alternate: TBD) 

(s) A licensed speech-language 

pathologist, appointed by the New 

Hampshire Speech-Language-Hearing 

Association, Inc 

Not Present 

A QUORUM WAS REACHED 

(*) delineates family member of/or individual with a disability which counts toward an in-person quorum. 
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Guests or Members of the Public 

Nicollette King Member of the Public Virtual 

Amy Rayume Member of the Public Virtual 

Elaine Strand Member of the Public Virtual 

Shannon Bouchard Member of the Public Virtual 

Carrie Duran AC Administrative Support Virtual 

   

   
 

 

 Introductions and administrative items 

• Each person on the call introduced themselves and stated which seat they were representing or if 

they were a member of the public.  

• Review of correct contact email for council administrator.  Please use casdnh@gmail.com for all 

Autism Council correspondence.  

 

MOTION: Gina Cannon made a motion for the in-person members of the council to make a motion to 

accept the members of the council into the meeting who are attending via Zoom.  Isadora Rodriguez-

Legendre seconded the motion.  

 

Council Member Name Vote 

Amanda Merrill Yes 

Lesley Blecharczyk Yes 

Amy Frechette Yes 

Marissa Berg Yes 

Gina Cannon Yes 

Juliane Taylor Yes 

Isadora Rodriguez-Legendre Yes 

Vern Clough Yes 

 

 

HB 634 Autism Council Legislation Update – Marissa Berg, Interim Chair 

Introduced HB 634  -Housekeeping bill 

Amended HB 634 – Amended to repeal the Autism Council 

• Senate has decided not to repeal the Autism Council.   

mailto:casdnh@gmail.com
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/pdf.aspx?id=6838&q=billVersion
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/pdf.aspx?id=10292&q=billVersion
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MOTION: Shelly Fagen made motion for the in-person members of the council to make a motion to 

accept the members of the council into the meeting who are attending via Zoom.  Isadora Rodriguez-

Legendre seconded the motion.  

 

Council Member Name Vote 

Amanda Merrill Yes 

Lesley Blecharczyk Yes 

Amy Frechette Yes 

Marissa Berg Yes 

Gina Cannon Yes 

Juliane Taylor Yes 

Isadora Rodriguez-Legendre Yes 

Vern Clough Yes 

 

 

Vote on Meeting Minutes 

Gina Cannon made a motion to accept the March 2025 meeting minutes.  Amy Frechette seconded the 

motion.  

Name  Organization/Representing  VOTE:   

VACANT (a)The governor, or designee. VACANT 

Kate Scheer 

(Alternate – TBD) 

(b)The commissioner of the department of 

education, or designee. 

Yes 

Deirdre Dunn Tierney 

(Alternate – TBD) 

(c) The commissioner of the department of 

health and human services, or designee. 

Not Present 

Amanda Merrill 

(Alternate: Iain Watt) 

(d) The director of the division of public 

health services, department of health and 

human services, or designee 

Abstain 

Jessica Gorton 

(Alternate – TBD) 

(e) The bureau chief of the bureau of 

developmental services, department of health 

and human services, or designee. 

Abstain 

Carolyn Lewis (f) The bureau chief of the bureau of 

behavioral health, department of health 

and human services, or designee. 

Not Present 

Andrew Houtenville 

(Alternate – Lesley Blecharczyk)  

(g) The director of the Institute on Disability, 

University of New Hampshire, or designee. 

 

Abstain 

Jane Bergeron-Beaulieu 

(Alternate- Shelly Fagen) 

 

(h) A special education director, appointed 

by the New Hampshire Association of 

Special Education Administrators, Inc 

 

Yes 

VACANT (i) The president of the New Hampshire 

Medical Society, or designee. 

VACANT 
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Isadora Rodriguez-Legendre 

(Alternate – TBD) 

(j) A representative of the New Hampshire 

Developmental Disabilities Council, 

appointed by the council. 

Yes 

Amy Frechette (k) An individual who has an AUTISM 

spectrum disorder, appointed by the 

governor. 

Yes 

VACANT (l) A family member of a person who has 

an AUTISM spectrum disorder, appointed 

by the governor. 

VACANT 

Marissa Berg 

(Alternate – TBD) 

(m) A representative of the Community 

Support Network, Inc., appointed by such 

organization 

Yes 

Michelle Ronayne (Alternate: Jena 

Motolla) 

(n) A representative of the New Hampshire 

Psychological Association, appointed by the 

association. 

Not Present 

Vernon Clough 

(Alternate – TBD) 

(o) The director of the office of Medicaid 

business and policy, department of health 

and human services, or designee. 

Yes 

1. 

VACANT 

2. 

VACANT 

3. 

VACANT 

4. 

VACANT 

5. 

VACANT 
 

(p) Up to 5 additional members, 

nominated by the council and appointed 

by the governor. 

6. VACANT 

 

7. VACANT 

 

8.  VACANT 

 

9.  VACANT 

 

10.  VACANT 

 
 

Gina Cannon (q) A person who has an AUTISM 

spectrum disorder, appointed by the 

council 

Abstain 

Nancy A. Wells 

(Alternate: Paula MacKinnon) 

(r) A representative of the New 

Hampshire Nurses’ Association, 

appointed by the association 

Not Present 

Kathyrn Greenslade   

(Alternate: TBD) 

(s) A licensed speech-language 

pathologist, appointed by the New 

Hampshire Speech-Language-Hearing 

Association, Inc 

Not Present 

 

Motion approved.   
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Quality Council Update: Gina Cannon 

• Gina attended her first meeting of the New Hampshire Developmental Services Quality Council 

• QC meetings are very polished and organized 

• Person Centered Planning Training offered by BDS  

• Jessica Gorton shared further information about Person Centered Planning 

• Marissa Berg: Council Members should share all information and flyers to their networks 

•  Isadadora Rodriguez-Legendre: Stop Special Campaign to be shared.  

• Gina Cannon: Quality Council very supportive of the existence and work of the Autism Council. 

Special Education Discussion 

Gina Cannon led a discussion on special education services. 

• Difference between IEP and 504 

• Transition Services/Vocational Rehabilitation 

• Jennifer Pike (MOP) suggested AC collaborate with the Office of Special Education Advocate  

• Nicollette King (MOP) Parents who have children with IEP’s need further support.  There is a 

need for special advocacy in NH.  AC should establish a special education advocacy committee. 

• Amy Frechette: Transition Services are also important. 

• Isadora Rodriguez-Legendre:  Task Forces are effective with collaboration.  Work with other 

people within space such as PIC, NHFVS, ABLE.  Building coalitions is how we achieve 

systems change.   

• Amanda Merrill:  Transition Community of Practice (COP) – collaboration opportunity 

o Transition Community of Practice is willing to present to the group 

• Gina Cannon suggested we wait to vote on establishing a task force until council members who 

suggested it are present. 

• Isadora Rodriguez-Legendre:  Clarification on sub-committees, taskforces or work groups 

required to meet in person.   

o Gina: Quorum of the committee has to meet in person and meetings must be public.  

• Marissa Berg to review 91A requirements for committees. 

• Amanda Merrill is looking into a guest speaker from Transition Community of Practice for next 

meeting.  
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Public Comment 

• Jennifer Pike (MOP): Clarification on old Facebook Page versus New Facebook Page.  

o Marissa Berg:  There is a new Facebook Page.  NHCASD New Facebook page 

• Shannon Bouchard:  Please share the list of new council members and seats that are open.  

• Amy R. (MOP):  Thank you for the work in keeping the Autism Council moving forward.  I had a 

chance to testify at the senate hearing.  

• Isadora Rodriguez-Legendre:  Sharing “That’s Inclusive” Podcast information. Episodes on 

website: https://www.nhcdd.nh.gov/  

• Moira Ryan (MOP):  Concerned about inclusion being weaponized.  What effort has the council 

made to support those parents.  Some people don’t want to be included and they should be 

supported.  

o Nicollette King (MOP):  That discussion should include the family, IEP team and PIC to 

ensure the IEP works for the child and family. 

o Amy Frechette:  I think there is a right way and a wrong way to be included.  

o Marissa Berg:  How can the council support individuals who have a different view of 

inclusion.  

 

May Meeting Agenda Ideas  - Next meeting on Friday, May 23rd.  

o Resources and Training:  Gina Cannon 

o Autism Council Bylaws 

o Special Education Resources 

o Update on HB 634 

o Presentation from the IOD on projects and services 

 

Please join in person:  

Meeting Adjourned at 02:05 p.m. 

Isadora Rodriguez-Legendre made a motion to adjourn, and Leslie Blecharczyk seconded the motion.  

Meeting notes respectfully submitted by: Carrie Duran, Quality Council Administrator, 

nhcasqc@gmail.com 

 

https://www.nhcdd.nh.gov/

