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NHCASD

education advocacy inclusion

New Hampshire Council on Autism Spectrum Disorders

NHCASD Meeting Notes * September 26, 2024 * On ZOOM

Members and Attendance

Name Organization/Representing Meeting Status
The governor, or designee. VACANT
The commissioner of the department of VACANT
education, or designee.

Deirdre Dunn Tierney The commissioner of the department of Present Virtual
health and human services, or designee.
The director of the division of public health | VACANT
services, department of health and human
services, or designee

Jessica Gorton The bureau chief of the bureau of Present Virtual
developmental services, department of
health and human services, or designee.
The director of the Institute on Disability, VACANT
University of New Hampshire, or designee.
A special education director, appointed by VACANT
the New Hampshire Association of Special
Education Administrators, Inc
The president of the New Hampshire VACANT
Medical Society, or designee.

Isadora Rodriguez-Legendre A representative of the New Hampshire Present Virtual
Developmental Disabilities Council,
appointed by the council.

Amy Frechette An individual who has an AUTISM Present Virtual

spectrum disorder, appointed by the
governor.




Marissa Berg (m) A representative of the Community Present Virtual
Support Network, Inc., appointed by such
organization
A representative of the New Hampshire VACANT
Psychological Association, appointed by the
association.
The director of the office of Medicaid VACANT
business and policy, department of health
and human services, or designee.
1. Up to 5 additional members, nominated 1. VACANT
by the council and appointed by the
2. governor. 2. VACANT
3. 3. VACANT
4. 4. VACANT
5. 5. VACANT
Gina Cannon A person who has an AUTISM spectrum | Not Present
disorder, appointed by the council
A representative of the New Hampshire | Present Virtual
Nurses’ Association, appointed by the
association
Kathyrn Greenslade A licensed speech-language pathologist, | Present Virtual

appointed by the New Hampshire
Speech-Language-Hearing Association,
Inc

A QUORUM WAS NOT REACHED

(*) delineates family member of/or individual with a disability which counts toward an in-person quorum.

Guests or Members of the Public
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Louis Esposito Executive Director, ABLENH Virtual
Ann Sanok Member of the Public, Parent Virtual
Jessica Gorton Bureau Chief, DHHS BDS Virtual
Lisa Steadman Statewide Family Support Council, Parent | Virtual®
Kelly Ehrhart Member of the Public, Individual Virtual
Holly C. Member of the Public, Parent Virtual
Karen Blake Member of the Public, Parent Virtual
Shannon Bouchard Member of the Public, Parent and Virtual
Individual
Sarah Beauchemin Member of the Public, Parent Virtual
Carrie Duran Administrative Support Virtual

Introductions and Meeting Minutes

e Each person on the call introduced themselves and stated which seat they were representing or if
they were a member of the public.
e Review of meeting notes/ minutes. We do not have a quorum to approve the minutes.

Discussion on the Role and Status of the Council

e Discussion on what the members feel the future role of the council should be.
o Questions
=  Due to lack of members and attendance to the meetings and many other autism
specific committees and councils in existence, is this group duplicative?
= Review of the 171-AA:32 — Roles and responsibilities of the Council
e Is the AC fulfilling its obligations?
e Is the AC compliant with the legislation?
e Does this group have the desire or bandwidth to meet the goals?
o Response and suggestions:
=  Members would like to see the AC do training and provide resources to
individuals and families. But budget restrictions and lack of full-time staff make
this difficult.
= Money constraints to provide a quality product and resources. How do we
increase our budget?
= Do not do away with the council but evolve the council. Invite more families and
individuals to join the council in the at-large seats. We should not give up!
= Putin a Legislative Service Request (LSR) to expand/evolve our purpose. And
ask for more funding
= Reach out to families to see what the needs are. Grow the committee with
individuals and families.

. ________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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= Ownership of this group should not be on the parents and individuals. Parents
and individuals do not have enough services to have the bandwidth to take this
on.

*  Why did this council fall apart and not meet? Why did the state and area
agencies not fix this? There are still systemic issues facing families. We need
help.

= Charge of the council should be to listen about what the needs are across the
state. Listen to stories of families. Families and individuals should guide us in
our work.

= At-Large positions should be people with Autism and their families.

=  Why is Vocational Rehabilitation not present at this meeting?

Autism Council Next Steps and Ideas

1.

6.
7.
8.

Change the RSA?
a. Include in the RSA a provision to allow individuals and family members to attend
remotely due to disability to ensure equitable access for all
b. Have a stipend and/or travel reimbursement for families and individuals to attend
meetings to remove barriers to participation as a member?
c. Include neurodivergent or neurodiversity within the definition?
d. Take out Governor appointment approvals for seats
Additional Funding needed to meet goals?
Self-Advocacy — encourage more individual and family participation and listen to the voices of
those with lived experience.
Design a council with a balanced mix of professionals, families and individuals.
Hold a listening session with families and individuals to see what the concerns and needs are
now.
Create a forum with partner organizations and families.
Create a poll or questionnaire to send to families
Collaborate with other organizations to fill the gaps and missing pieces.

Potential Areas of Focus:

Staffing issues

Special education services

Assisting individuals who are not waiver eligible.
Early supports and services

Post secondary education

Transition services

Adult services

Employment

Housing

Offer parental support and advocacy opportunities
Have a presence at advocacy conferences and events?
Challenge of accessing and receiving medical assessments
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e Develop a Legislation Committee to submit an LSR
o Marissa Berg, Isadora Rodriguez-Legendre, Karen Blake
o Before we submit, get input from families and individuals
o Putin placeholder LSR
e Hold Listening Sessions for families and individuals
o Develop a questionnaire and send it out broadly
= (CSNI to develop the survey monkey
e What questions should be on the survey? Ask at the next council meeting.
e Members need to share it widely.
o November 14" 7-8 p.m. on Zoom
o November 16" 10-11 a.m. on Zoom

Ongoing Goals and Tasks

Council Organizational Tasks and Priorities

e Membership Committee: Set up meeting and create a timeline and official procedures for
membership. Create an application for membership. Carrie asked parents and advocates to
email her directly with interest in becoming a member. (Kelly Ehrhart, Shannon Bouchard,
Karen Blake interested in membership)

e appoint member to the Quality Council

e Develop a Communication Committee to work on Website design and Facebook messaging
(Kelly Ehrhart)

e By-Law Committee How do we want to proceed? (Lisa Steadman, Gina Cannon, Kelly Ehrhart,
Isadora Rodriguez-Legendre, Louis Esposita) — Should reflect the need for some to attend
virtually because of disability.

Agenda for Next Meeting on Friday, October 25, 2024

e A set monthly meeting time needs to be established
o 4™ Friday of the Month at 12:30 — 1:30 p.m.

Public Comment

No public comment given.

Meeting Adjourned at 11:30 a.m.

Meeting notes respectfully submitted by: Carrie Duran, Quality Council Administrator,
nhcasqc@gmail.com

. ________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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