
 
 

NHCASD Meeting Notes  *  October 25, 2024  * On ZOOM 

 

Members and Attendance   

Name  Organization/Representing  Meeting Status  

 (a) The governor, or designee. VACANT 

 (b) The commissioner of the department of 

education, or designee. 

VACANT 

Deirdre Dunn Tierney (c)  The commissioner of the department of 

health and human services, or designee. 

Present Virtual 

 (d) The director of the division of public 

health services, department of health and 

human services, or designee 

VACANT 

Jessica Gorton (e) The bureau chief of the bureau of 

developmental services, department of 

health and human services, or designee. 

Present Virtual 

Carolyn Lewis (f) The bureau chief of the bureau of 

behavioral health, department of health 

and human services, or designee. 

Present Virtual 

Andrew Houtenville (g) The director of the Institute on 

Disability, University of New 

Hampshire, or designee. 

Present Virtual 

 (h) A special education director, appointed 

by the New Hampshire Association of 

Special Education Administrators, Inc 

VACANT 

 (i) The president of the New Hampshire 

Medical Society, or designee. 

VACANT 
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Isadora Rodriguez-Legendre (j) A representative of the New Hampshire 

Developmental Disabilities Council, 

appointed by the council. 

Present Virtual 

Amy Frechette (k) An individual who has an AUTISM 

spectrum disorder, appointed by the 

governor. 

Present Virtual 

 (l) A family member of a person who has an 

AUTISM spectrum disorder, appointed by 

the governor. 

VACANT 

Marissa Berg (m) A representative of the Community 

Support Network, Inc., appointed by such 

organization 

Present Virtual 

Cecile Desmond (n) A representative of the New Hampshire 

Psychological Association, appointed by the 

association. 

Present Virtual 

Vernon Clough (o) The director of the office of Medicaid 

business and policy, department of 

health and human services, or 

designee. 

Present Virtual 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

4. 

 

5. 

 
 

(p) Up to 5 additional members, 

nominated by the council and 

appointed by the governor. 

1. VACANT 

 

2. VACANT 

 

3.  VACANT 

 

4.  VACANT 

 

5.  VACANT 

 
 

Gina Cannon (q) A person who has an AUTISM 

spectrum disorder, appointed by the 

council 

Not Present 

 (r) A representative of the New 

Hampshire Nurses’ Association, 

appointed by the association 

Present Virtual 

Kathyrn Greenslade   (s) A licensed speech-language 

pathologist, appointed by the New 

Hampshire Speech-Language-

Hearing Association, Inc 

Present Virtual 

   

A QUORUM WAS NOT REACHED 

(*) delineates family member of/or individual with a disability which counts toward an in-person quorum. 
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Guests or Members of the Public 

Louis  Esposito Executive Director, ABLENH Virtual 

Ann Sanok Member of the Public, Parent Virtual 

Jenn Pineo Member of the Public Virtual 

Leah Stagnone Member of the Public Virtual` 

Kelly Ehrhart Member of the Public, Individual Virtual 

Elaine Stand Member of the Public, Parent Virtual 

Karen Blake Member of the Public, Parent Virtual 

Carrie Duran Administrative Support Virtual 
 

 

 Introductions and Meeting Minutes 

• Each person on the call introduced themselves and stated which seat they were representing or if 

they were a member of the public.  

• Review of meeting notes/ minutes.  We do not have a quorum to approve the minutes.   

Meeting Discussion/Agenda 

• Review Draft of Application 

o Gina Gannon:  We need to ensure 51% of the At-large Members need to be family or 

individuals served by the system. Take out “served by the system” as some folks are not 

served by the system.  

o Ann Sanok: Member of the Public recommended all 5 at-large seats be individuals or 

parents, guardian, family member, who experience autism.  

o Jenn Pineo: Member of the Public, Change in legislation was to be able to include, OT’s, 

PT’s and other professionals or family organizations.   

o Andrew Houtenville:  change, Council “requires” to council has a goal to have 51% of 

members be individuals, family members.  

o Carrie Duran, Admin:  Encourage anyone who wants to be a member and receive an 

application to email her.   

We do not have a quorum to vote on the application at this time.   

o Membership Committee to be developed and meet soon to establish procedures and by-

laws for membership.  

o Carrie to send out Doodle Poll for Membership Committee.  

Meeting Next Steps: 

• Marissa Berg stated we will be meeting in person/hybrid once we have all appointed members 

present. The full Quorum has to be in person.   

• Many suggestions of locations for hybrid suggested.  A hybrid location to be determined.  
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• Louis Esposito, Member of the Public, suggested meetings should be accessible and available on 

Zoom for persons with disabilities and families.  

• Isadora Rodriguez-Legendre: 91-A:  1/3 of membership must be in person:  Members can be 

deemed present as long as they are remote due to disability or “not reasonably practical why 

they are not present”.  Must be reflected in the meeting minutes.  All votes must be a voice vote 

with your camera and audio on.  

 

Membership Review: 

Marissa Berg and Isadora Rodriguez-Legendre reiterated that they are interim Chair and Vice Chair.  

They feel strongly these positions should be held by family members or individuals.  

 

Public Listening Sessions: 

Thursday November 14th  7-8 pm 

Saturday November 16th 10-11 am 

Questions:  Marissa asks Members to email Carrie what questions to ask for the survey.   

 

 

Potential Areas of Focus: 

• Staffing issues 

• Special education services 

• Assisting individuals who are not waiver eligible.  

• Early supports and services 

• Post secondary education  

• Transition services 

• Adult services 

• Employment 

• Housing 

• Offer parental support and advocacy opportunities 

• Have a presence at advocacy conferences and events? 

• Challenge of accessing and receiving medical assessments 

• Develop a Legislation Committee to submit an LSR 

o Marissa Berg, Isadora Rodriguez-Legendre, Karen Blake 

o Before we submit, get input from families and individuals 

o Put in placeholder LSR  

• Hold Listening Sessions for families and individuals 

o Develop a questionnaire and send it out broadly 

▪ CSNI to develop the survey monkey  

• What questions should be on the survey? Ask at the next council meeting.  

• Members need to share it widely.  

o November 14th 7-8 p.m. on Zoom 
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o November 16th 10-11 a.m. on Zoom 

Ongoing Goals and Tasks 

Council Organizational Tasks and Priorities  

• Membership Committee: Set up meeting and create a timeline and official procedures for 

membership.  Create an application for membership.  Carrie asked parents and advocates to 

email her directly with interest in becoming a member.  (Kelly Ehrhart, Shannon Bouchard, 

Karen Blake interested in membership) 

• appoint member to the Quality Council 

• Develop a Communication Committee to work on Website design and Facebook messaging 

(Kelly Ehrhart) 

• By-Law Committee How do we want to proceed? (Lisa Steadman, Gina Cannon, Kelly Ehrhart, 

Isadora Rodriguez-Legendre, Louis Esposita) – Should reflect the need for some to attend 

virtually because of disability.  

         

Agenda items for Next Meeting  

 

• Email Carrie with your suggestions.  

• 4th Friday of the Month at 12:30 – 2:00 p.m.  

Public Comment 

 Karen Blake:  Autism Council Legislation Drafting – Last day to file LSR is the 20th of November, 2024. 

• Marissa Berg:  Waiting for the governor to appoint someone has been a long process.  We hope 

proposed legislation to change this will be helpful. 

• Email Carrie Duran with your interest in assisting with legislation.  

• Kathyrn:  Next meeting question?  Will it be in person or on Zoom?  Marissa:  We do need to 

meet in person.  Kathryn:  I may not be able to attend due to the drive time to Concord.   

• Elaine Strand:  How would my son who is autistic and non-verbal be able to participate in this 

council?  Would it be a support group?   

• Carrie Duran stated if you would like a copy of the recording please email her.   

 

Meeting Adjourned at 2:01 p.m. 

Motion to adjourn:  Amy Frechette made a motion to adjourn.  Isadora Rodriguez-Legendre seconded the 

motion.  

 

Meeting notes respectfully submitted by: Carrie Duran, Quality Council Administrator, 

nhcasqc@gmail.com 

 


